POLIO ERADICATION  FACTS & FIGURES 

1. Progress

In the eleven years since the World Health Organization launched the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, 

· the number of cases has fallen from an estimated 350,000 in 1988 – of which 35,000 were then reported -- to approximately 6,000 reported in 1999 (20,000 estimated).  

· the number of polio-endemic countries has fallen from 125 countries to 30.

2. Partnership

The Polio Eradication Initiative is spearheaded by the World Health Organization (WHO), Rotary International, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

The coalition is made up of national governments; private foundations (e.g. United Nations Foundation, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation); development banks (e.g. World Bank); donor governments (e.g. Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Italy, Japan, UK and US), and corporate partners (e.g. Aventis Pasteur, De Beers).

3. Shortfall

The total external financial support needed through to 2005 -- the target date for certification -- is US $1 billion.  The financial shortfall for the initiative through to 2005 according to WHO projections is US $300 million.  The annual savings of polio eradication for the world will be US $1.5 billion once immunization stops.

4. Priority countries

Of the thirty remaining polio-endemic countries, there are ten "global" priority countries that are the focus of the final phase of polio eradication.  Five are poliovirus reservoirs where transmission is particularly intense.  They are Bangladesh, Ethiopia, India, Nigeria and Pakistan.  The other five are countries affected by conflict where implementation of vaccination and surveillance activities is particularly challenging. They are Afghanistan, Angola, DR Congo, Somalia and Sudan. All these countries have started accelerating their immunization activities and other strategies for achieving polio eradication.

5. Challenges are political commitment, access to all children particularly in conflict-affected countries and funding.

6. Impact

· Since the global initiative began in 1988, 3 million people in the developing world are walking because they have been immunized against polio; 

· Tens of thousands of public health workers and millions of volunteers have been trained;
· Cold chain, transport and communications systems for immunization have been strengthened;

· Almost 2 billion children worldwide have been immunized during National Immunization Days in the last five years, including 147 million children in a single day in India. In one year 450 million – more than two-thirds of the world’s children – were reached as part of these efforts.

· In 1999, over 50 countries have given vitamin A during National Immunization Days. 

· On average, 1:250 people in a country are involved in polio immunization campaigns.

· A polio laboratory network of over 140 polio laboratories has been established.
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